
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NORDONIA HILLS BOARD OF EDUCATION 
HELD ON APRIL 15, 2013 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Nordonia Hills Board of Education was held on April 15, 2013 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Northfield Elementary Cafeteria, 9374 Olde Eight Road, Northfield, Ohio. The Board 
President, Mr. James E. Virost, called the meeting to order with the following members present: 
 

James E. Virost, President 
Betty Klingenberg, Vice President 

Steve Bittel, Member 
Daniel Gallagher, Member 

Douglas Masteller, Member 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Communication 
 

 Rushwood Elementary: Jacqueline O’Connor 

 CCG Energy Solutions: Brian Wagner & Scott Ulrich 

 Race to the Top: Todd Stuart 
 
No Board action taken. 
 
Commendations 
 

 Athletic State Qualifiers: Rob Eckenrode 

 Science Olympiad State Qualifiers: Thea Jones & Laurel Lohrey 
 
No Board action taken. 
 
Open Forum 
 
Sue Wolf spoke about her support of Michael Douglas of Diversity Initiatives.  
 
No Board action taken. 
 
Committee Reports 
 

 Finance Committee 

 OSBA Legislative Liaison 

 Curriculum & Instruction Liaison 

 Facilities Liaison 

 Policies and Procedures 

 Cuyahoga Valley Career Center 

 Nordonia Hills Foundation Liaison 

 Athletic Advisory Committee 
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 Tax Incentive Review Board 

 Technology and Information Systems 

 Special Education Liaison 
 

No Board action taken. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 
Recommendation to Approve Revised Policies  
 
1520  Employment of Administrators (Revised) 
1530  Evaluation of Principals and Other Administrators (Revised) 
3220.03 Evaluation of Teachers on Limited Contract (Delete) 
0165.2  Special Meetings (Revised) 
2270   Religion in the Curriculum (Revised) 
2431  Interscholastic Athletics (Revised) 
2623.02 Third Grade Reading Guarantee (Revised) 
3120.08 Employment of Personnel for Co-Curricular/Extra-Curricular Activities 
  (Technical correction) 
3131  Reduction in Staff (Revised) 
5515.01 Safe Operation of Motorized Utility Vehicles by Students (New) 
6110  Grant Funds (Revised) 
6320  Purchases (Revised) 
6550  Travel Payments & Reimbursement (Revised) 
 
No Board action taken. 
 
Resolution Declaring Transportation Impractical for Certain Identified Students         
13-04-15-155 
 
It was moved by Mr. Masteller and seconded by Mr. Gallagher to approve the following 
resolution:  
 
 WHEREAS the student(s) identified below have been determined to be residents of this 
school district, and eligible for transportation services; and 
  
 WHEREAS after a careful evaluation of all available options, it has been determined that 
it is impractical to provide transportation for these student(s) to their selected school(s); and 
   
 WHEREAS the following factors as identified in Revised Code 3327.02 have been 
considered: 
  

1. The time and distance required to provide the transportation 
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2. The number of pupils to be transported 
3. The cost of providing transportation in terms of equipment, maintenance, 

personnel, and administration 
4. Whether similar or equivalent service is provided to other pupils eligible for 

transportation 
5. Whether and to what extent the additional service unavoidably disrupts current 

transportation schedules 
6. Whether other reimbursable types of transportation are available; and 

   
 WHEREAS the option of offering payment in lieu of transportation is provided in Revised 
Code;   
   
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the Nordonia Hills City 
School District, County of Summit, State of Ohio, that:  
  
 Section 1.  This Board hereby approves the declaration of impractical to transport for 
the identified students, and offering them payment in lieu of transportation. 
  
 Section 2.  This Board finds and determines that all formal actions of this Board and any 
of its committees concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an 
open meeting of this Board or committees, and that all deliberations of this Board and any of its 
committees that resulted in those formal actions were in meetings open to the public, in 
compliance with the law. 
  
 Section 3.  This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and immediately upon its 
adoption. 
   
Student Name                           School Selected                                         Parent/Guardian Name 
Alissa Collier  Lawrence School Brecksville-Broadview Hts  Beth Collier 
Brayden Green Bethlehem Christian Academy                Sharese Ryan-Green 
Hamzah Abuhashim Summit Christian School                 Lamees Abuhashim 
 
The Board unanimously consented.  
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Resolution Authorizing CCG Energy Solutions, Inc. to submit to the Ohio School Facilities 
Commission, on the School District’s behalf, a request for Approval to Participate in the 
School Energy Conservation Financing Program (HB 264). 
13-04-15-156 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Klingenberg and seconded by Mr. Bittel to approve the following 
resolution: 
 



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE NORDONIA HILLS BOARD OF EDUCATION 
HELD ON APRIL 15, 2013 

 
 WHEREAS, CCG Energy Solutions, Inc., a firm experienced in the design and 
implementation of energy conservation measures (as defined in Section 3313.372(A) of the 
Revised Code) has completed an analysis and prepared recommendations pertaining to certain 
installations, modifications of installations and/or remodeling that would significantly reduce 
energy consumption in School District buildings; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the report submitted to this Board by CCG Energy Solutions, Inc. (the Report) 
includes estimates of all costs of such installations, modifications and/or remodeling, including 
costs of design, engineering, installation, maintenance, repairs and financing, and concludes 
that energy consumption and resultant operational and maintenance costs, as defined by the 
Ohio Facilities Construction Commission (the OFCC), would be reduced by at least $900,422.02 
over a 15-year period; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board, after receiving that Report, finds that the amount of money the 
School District would spend on such installations, modifications and/or remodeling including 
the cost of financing is not likely to exceed the amount of money it would save in energy and 
resultant operational and maintenance costs over the ensuing 15 years, and desires to 
authorize CCG Energy Solutions, Inc. to submit to the OFCC its findings and request approval to 
participate in the School Energy Conservation Financing Program (HB 264); 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Education of the Nordonia Hills City 
School District, Ohio, that: 
 
 Section 1. Board Finding.  This Board finds that the amount of money the School 
District would spend on the installations, modifications and/or remodeling of School District 
buildings as described in the recitals hereto is not likely to exceed the amount of money it 
would save in energy and resultant operational and maintenance costs over the ensuing 15 
years. 
 
 Section 2. Authorization to Make Application to Participate in HB 264 Program.  This 
Board authorizes CCG Energy Solutions, Inc. to submit to the OFCC its findings and request, on 
the School District’s behalf, approval to incur indebtedness to finance the making or 
modification of installations or the remodeling of buildings for the purpose of significantly 
reducing energy consumption (i.e. to participate in the School Energy Conservation Financing 
Program (HB 264)). 
 
 Section 3. Board Intentions Regarding Waiver of Competitive Bidding.  It is the 
current intention of this Board that should the School District’s application to participate in the 
School Energy Conservation Financing Program (HB 264) be approved, it will enter into a 
contract with CCG Energy Solutions, Inc. for the installations, modifications and/or remodeling 
of School District buildings as described in the recitals hereto without competitive bidding 
under Section 3313.46(A) of the Revised Code under the exception provided in Section 
3313.46(B)(3) of the Revised Code. 
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 Section 4. Reporting of Energy Consumption and Cost Savings.  As long as any of the 
obligations issued by the School District to finance approved installations, modifications and/or 
the remodeling of School District buildings under the School Energy Conservation Financing 
Program (HB 264) are outstanding, this Board shall monitor the energy consumption and 
operational and maintenance costs of buildings in which installations, modifications and 
remodeling have been done, and shall maintain and annually update, and furnish to the OFCC 
or its designee upon request or as may be required by law, a report, certified by an architect or 
engineer independent of any person providing goods or services in connection with approved 
installations, modifications and/or the remodeling, documenting the reductions in energy 
consumption and costs savings achieved, which cost savings shall also be certified by the 
Treasurer of this Board. 
 
 Section 5. Certification of Building Operators.  This Board acknowledges that at least 
one facility operations staff employee will be required to earn and maintain a Building Operator 
Certification Level I (BOC-I) and/or Building Operator Certification Level II (BOC-II) for each 
building affected by the approved installations, modifications and/or the remodeling under the 
School Energy Conservation Financing Program (HB 264). 
 
 Section 6. Prior Acts Ratified and Confirmed.  Any actions previously taken by 
School District officials or agents of this Board in furtherance of the matters set forth in this 
Resolution are hereby approved, ratified and confirmed. 
 
 Section 7. Compliance with Open Meeting Requirements.  This Board finds and 
determines that all formal actions of this Board and of any of its committees concerning and 
relating to the adoption of this Resolution were taken, and that all deliberations of this Board 
and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal actions were held, in meetings open 
to the public, in compliance with the law. 
 
 Section 8. Captions and Headings.  The captions and headings in this Resolution are 
solely for convenience of reference and in no way define, limit or describe the scope or intent 
of any Sections, subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs or clauses hereof. 
 
 Section 9.     Effective Date.  This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and 
immediately upon its adoption. 
 
Yeas: Mr. Virost, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mr. Bittel, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. Masteller 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Recommendation to Approve Summit County Master Services Agreement and Contract with 
Summit County Educational Service Center 
13-04-15-157 
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It was moved by Mr. Bittel and seconded by Mr. Gallagher to approve the following 
agreements: 
 
The Superintendent recommends approval of a contract with Summit County Educational 
Service Center for fiscal year 2014 for Attendance Coordination, Gifted/Talented Coordination, 
Human Resource Development Consultation, and LPDC On-line Form Management system. 
 
The Superintendent recommends approval of a contract with Summit County Educational 
Service Center to provide services during the 2013-14 school year for Behavior Specialist, 
Special Education Attendant, and 1:1 student attendants (if needed). 
 
Yeas: Mr. Virost, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mr. Bittel, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. Masteller 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Recommendation to Approve Smart Solutions Contract                                                                      
13-04-15-158 
 
It was moved by Mr. Gallagher and seconded by Mr. Masteller to approve the following 
contract: 
 
The Superintendent recommends approval of a contract with Smart Solutions to provide 
Technical Services including: Network Operation Center, Engineer Support, Site Manager, 
Project Management, Desktop Support and Professional Development Services. The cost of this 
contract for the 2013-14 school year will be $234,000. 
 
Yeas: Mr. Virost, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mr. Bittel, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. Masteller 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Recommendation to Approve Contract with Diversity Initiatives, Inc.   
13-04-15-159 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Klingenberg and seconded by Mr. Masteller to approve the following 
contract: 
 
The Superintendent recommends that the Board approve a contract with Diversity Initiatives, 
Inc. to provide Title VI and Title IX consulting services to our District for the 2013-14 school 
year. 
 
Yeas: Mr. Virost, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. Masteller 
Nays: Mr. Bittel 
The President declared the motion passed. 
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Recommendation to Adopt Student Handbooks  
13-04-15-160 
 
It was moved by Mr. Gallagher and seconded by Mr. Masteller to approve the following 
recommendation: 
 
The Superintendent recommends that the Board of Education adopt the elementary (K-4), Lee 
Eaton, Middle School and High School student handbooks for the 2013-14 school year. 
 
Yeas: Mr. Virost, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mr. Bittel, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. Masteller 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Recommendation to Approve Personnel Items 
13-04-15-161 
 
It was moved by Mr. Masteller and seconded by Mr. Gallagher to approve the following 
personnel items:  
 
CERTIFIED: 
 
HOME INSTRUCTION TUTOR: 
 
The Superintendent recommends the approval of the following Home Instruction tutor to be 
paid at the curriculum rate of $25.83/hour as needed. 
 
Renee Foerster 
 
SUBSTITUTES 
 
The Superintendent recommends the following individuals be hired as substitutes on an as 
needed basis to cover Evaluation and IEP meetings for student attending private or nonpublic 
schools located within the Nordonia Hills City School district and for Nordonia Hills resident 
students attending private/nonpublic schools outside the district. 
 
Samantha Bobinski 
Renee Zatezalo 
 
CLASSIFIED: 
 
NEW ASSIGNMENT 
 
Kim Watroba (R) RW Cafeteria Helper, 3.0 hours per day, 5 days per week, Classification I, Pay 
Grade I, Step 0, effective 3/28/2013 
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ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENT 
 
Vicki Franchino (R) RW Student Supervisor, 2.0 hours per day, 5 days per week, Classification IV, 
Pay Grade I, Step 4, effective 4/10/13 
 
Yeas: Mr. Virost, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mr. Bittel, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. Masteller 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Recommendation to Approve Re-Employment of Certified Staff 
13-04-15-162 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Klingenberg and seconded by Mr. Masteller to approve the following 
contracts:  
 
Limited Contracts for the 2013-14 School Year 
Amy Artl 
Felicia Buntura 
Marina Ergun 
Amanda Ferrell 
Kristen Finley 
Tami Forsythe-Ludewig 
Kathleen Grendel 
Michael Griffen 
Suzanne Harris 
Thea Jones 
Patrick Kavak 
Maren LaGuardia 
Jacqueline Misiak 
John Myers 

Jamie Paullin 
Rita Powers 
Gabrielle Redovian 
Emily Rion 
Lori Snider 
Anna Tolin 
Gina Tytko 
Ann Wachs 
Deborah Wallace 
Spencer Warders 
Amy Webb 
Angela Wojtecki 
Melinda Wracher 

 
Yeas: Mr. Virost, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mr. Bittel, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. Masteller 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Recommendation to Approve New Continuing Contracts for the 2013-14 School Year 
13-04-15-163 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Klingenberg and seconded by Mr. Masteller to approve the following 
contracts:  
 
Douglas Arbuckle 
Benjamin Dulin 

Jennifer Elliott 
Jeffrey Fox      
Kristi Gunyula 
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Bethany Mosher 
Tricia Pozsgai 

Holly Schroeter 

 
Yeas: Mr. Virost, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mr. Bittel, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. Masteller 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Recommendation to Approve Two-Year Extended Limited Contract for the 2013-14 School 
Year  
13-04-15-164 
 
It was moved by Mr. Masteller and seconded by Mr. Virost to approve the following contract:  
 
Nancy Eichelberger 
 
The Board unanimously consented.  
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Recommendation to Approve Non-Renewal of Staff (Effective at the end of the 2012-13 
School Year 
13-04-15-165 
 
It was moved by Mr. Bittel and seconded by Mrs. Klingenberg to approve the following 
recommendation:  
 
Certified Home Instruction Tutors 
 
Lynda Blanchard 
Alyssa Colombo 
Renee Foerster 
Tami Forsythe-Ludewig 
Gail Foust 
Margaret Glenn 

 Bonnie Hoehn 
 Shelby Mottern 
 Cindy O’Connor 
 Randi Palmer 
 Lori Snider 
 Diane Velo 

 
Certified Long-Term Substitutes 
 
Beth Austin 
Pam Bina 
Lynda Blanchard 
Lori Dailey 
Karen Greer 
Carrie Grendel 
Dania Grodek 
Melanie Hulse 

 David Hungerford 
 Joseph Kelleher 
 E.J. Mickels, II 
 Shelby Mottern 
 Richard Petersen 
 Paige Romito 
 Steven Rossingol 
 Sally Rutman 
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Diane Smith 
Aaron Westerberg 

Renee Zatezalo 

  
Classified Substitute Staff 
 
Ann Andrassy 
Gary Barucky 
Janet Baumgartner 
Kathleen Bradley 
Janice Bublik 
Chip Davis 
Neil Doblar 
Karen Domzalski 
Vicki Drazil 
John Dusek 
Gina Filakosky 
Julie Fulton 
Laura Funk 
Lisa Gervase 
Candice Giles 
Lindsay Gopalakrishna 
Christine Groewa 
Mike Hawkins 
Beverly Jagger 
Renee Jastrzebski 
Michele Kalchert 
Gayle Karaffa 
Michael Kelley 
Jason Kopp 
Leslie Kruger 
Ruth Ann Lowmiller 
Kathy Madeja 
Paula Malyuk 

Lois McRitchie 
Linda Metz 
Linda Mika 
Patricia Miller 
Virginia Morrell 
Jennifer Oster 
Carol Papile 
David Pauley 
Kimberly Pelsoczi 
Karen Rinas 
Bob Roth 
Iva Roznik 
Kathleen Rusnak-Henderson 
Bernard Russ 
Barbara Skladoni 
George Skladoni 
Lauren Soltis 
Sheila Sopko 
Celeste Spencer 
Santina Sprang 
Lisa Stephens 
Lori Stevens 
Karen Storozuk 
Hirametta Townes 
Robert Voss 
Mary Alice Walerski 
Lura Zajc 

 
Yeas: Mr. Virost, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mr. Bittel, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. Masteller 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Approval of Minutes  
13-04-15-166 
 
It was moved by Mr. Bittel and seconded by Mr. Gallagher to approve the following minutes: 
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Special Meeting: 3/25/2013 
Regular Meeting: 3/25/2013 
 
The Board unanimously consented.  
Abstain: Mrs. Klingenberg 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Recommendation to Approve Financial Statements 
13-04-15-167 
 
It was moved by Mr. Masteller and seconded by Mr. Bittel to approve the Financial Statements 
for the month ending March 31, 2013.  
 
Yeas: Mr. Virost, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mr. Bittel, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. Masteller 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Recommendation to Approve Amendment to the Budget 
13-04-15-168 
 
It was moved by Mr. Masteller and seconded by Mr. Bittel to approve the budget amendments, 
as per attached. 
 
Yeas: Mr. Virost, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mr. Bittel, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. Masteller 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Recommendation to Approve Contract with LGS  
13-04-15-169 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Klingenberg and seconded by Mr. Gallagher to approve the following 
contract: 
 
The Treasurer recommends that the Board approve the Letter of Engagement between the 
Local Government Services (LGS) and the Nordonia Hills Board of Education to provide 
supervisory services for the GAAP conversion and preparation of the Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report (CAFR). 
 
Yeas: Mr. Virost, Mrs. Klingenberg, Mr. Bittel, Mr. Gallagher, Mr. Masteller 
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
Report of All Day Kindergarten 
 
The Treasurer reviewed the all day kindergarten statistics, as per attached. 
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No Board action taken.  
 
Adjournment 
13-04-15-170 
 
It was moved by Mr. Bittel and seconded by Mr. Gallagher to adjourn the meeting at  
8:30 p.m. 
 
The Board unanimously consented.  
The President declared the motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
      _____________________________________ 
          James E. Virost, President 
 
 
      ______________________________________ 
          Karen E. Obratil, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Treasurer’s Note: The meeting was audiotaped and videotaped. 


